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the Trade Union flag and calling the workers to rally to the defence
of liberties won by long effort and now filched from them on a false
plea, the Labour party recovered a considerable part of the ground
that it lost through the General Strike. It is probable that no single
cause contributed more to the defeat of Baldwin's Government two
years later.
Incidentally, the General Strike caused a disastrous schism in what
remained of the Liberal party. The reunion effected for the defence
of Free Trade at the election of 1923 had proved little more than
superficial. Asquith and Lloyd George were as far apart as ever in
oudook and temperament, and in the year 1924 they had only with
great difficulty been kept in line during the preparation and launching
of a new Liberal land policy. After, as before the reunion, Lloyd
George insisted on maintaining bis separate organization and keeping
under his own management and control the fund which had fallen to
his share when the Coalition broke up. The mere existence of this
fund caused great heart-burning, for large numbers of Liberals con-
sidered it highly undesirable that any individual should be in the
position of paymaster to a political party. Friction on this and other
questions came to a climax on the outbreak of the General Strike.
Asquith, who was above all things a Parliamentarian, saw the whole
principle of Parliamentary government at stake, and his mind was
made up at once that the Liberal party should give the fullest support
to the Government in resisting the strike. The " Shadow Cabinet,"
i.e. the Liberal ex-Cabinet Ministers, supported him in this view at a
meeting held on May 3, the day when the General Strike broke out,
and their decision seemed to be unanimous. But on May 9 Lloyd
George wrote a letter announcing his intention of absenting himself
from a meeting which the Chief "Whip had summoned for the follow-
ing day, and expressly stated that his reason for doing so was that he
dissented from the line taken by " the leader of the party and others
wielding great authority in the party," and that he thought the action
of the Government " precipitate, unwarrantable and mischievous."
This was the breaking-point for Asquith, and in so regarding it he
had at that moment the support of all twelve members of the " Shadow
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